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PERRY SWCD OFFICE 

Due to the rising numbers of COVID-19 cases, the Perry SWCD will be open as a gated facility.  

Meaning, we are asking that you call ahead and make an appointment and enter the building wear-

ing a facemask.  The SWCD employees will be working at home with one SWCD employee at the 

office.  You can reach any of the employees by calling the office and leaving a message or contact 

them by email which the addresses are listed on our website.   

MERRY CHRISTMAS  

&  

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

FROM THE 

PERRY SWCD SUPERVISORS, STAFF, 

NRCS, AND ODA 

Board of Supervisors: 

Cary Bowers –Chairman 

Beverly Decore-Trovato– Vice Chair 

Dennis Young – Treas/Fis. Agent 

Rob Foster—Secretary 

Rich Maxwell 

PERRY SOIL AND WATER 

CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

November 2020 

District Staff: NRCS Staff:   ODA Staff: 

David Snider  Joe Koehler  Amy Boyer 

Penny Cox  Emily Price  

Theresa Wyer Dave Grum   

Sebastian Teas  

GUN CLUB DAM UPDATE 

 

In 2017, the Perry SWCD purchased the Perry County Gun Club from the Perry County Commissioners 

with a Clean Ohio grant.  The Commissioners placed these funds in a new budget line identified “for 

capital improvements only” with the idea of using this line item for matching dollars for future grants.   

If you have been by the Perry County Gun Club lately,  you might have noticed that there is something 

going on out of the normal.   

Well it all started in 1992 with Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) doing dam inspections 

and no I didn’t cuss.  The dam at the Gun Club was inspected by ODNR and declared  deficient in sev-

eral areas.  When Perry SWCD purchased the Gun Club,  another inspection took place.  Based on the 

potential damage to roadways, including State Route 13, from a catastrophic dam failure, Perry SWCD 

asked the Perry County Commissioners to apply for a Community Development Block grant under its 

emergency clause.  The Perry SWCD qualified for the maximum grant of $300,000.   Perry County Engi-

neer’s office has added in-kind work by removing the trees that covered the dam.  

Knight’s Grading of Somerset was awarded the competitive contract and has been working steadily for a 

few weeks on the project.  It consists of replacing the 10-foot–wide  emergency spillway with a new 50-

foot-wide spillway.  The inlet and outlet structures as well as larger diameter pipe will be replaced.  The 

dam will also be 18 inches higher than the previous dam.  The standard for the dam is, it must be able to 

“store and pass” a 24-hour maximum rain event.  Another addition will be the borrow area where fill dirt 

is being used to widen the dam.  That area will hold water 8—10 feet deep and will be connected to the 

main lake by a narrow channel. 

The project was completed  mid-November, with the cooperation of Mother Nature.  Perry SWCD is real-

ly excited about the outdoor activities that can occur at the Gun Club with the improvements of the dam. 
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Visit us on line @ www.psbohio.com 

740-342-5111 
Member   
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We help rural residents 
build, farms grow, and 
businesses expand 

 

 

 

  
  

              

          Shaw Ag Equipment 
 

 KRAUSE   H&S   VERMEER 

RHINO 

 7493 Rushcreek Rd 
Thornville, OH  43076 

Phone/Fax: (740) 536-7857 
 

    
 

J. KENNETH MILLER 
        6825 Rush Creek Road, NW 
             Somerset, Ohio  43783 
                   (740) 743-2775 

 

 

 

 

Millersport Agri Service 

The Hoover Family 

      

• Agriculture Equipment 

• Grain Storage 

• Handling & Drying Systems 

 

                     10221 Lancaster-Newark Road 

Millersport, OH 43046 

Phone/Fax (740) 467-2424 

 

Custom made Hydraulic Hoses 

 

WINTERING IN THE SPRING 
 

What happens to macroinvertebrates during the winter? When conducting a survey of aquatic life, 
field researchers generally take samples during the summer.  Because of warmer temperature, 
there is more stream activity and we get an accurate look at what species are present and how 
many.  Trying to conduct a similar study in the winter wouldn’t give us much information, though, 
because there wouldn’t be enough bugs to find.  It could deceive us into thinking that the stream is 
in poor health due to lack of biological activity.  So unlike chemical sampling, field researchers do 
not usually take water samples year round. 
 
But what happens to macroinvertebrates during the coldest part of the year?  Do they die off, leav-
ing offspring to fend for themselves?  In some cases, they do.  But in others, these bugs have 
adopted some extraordinary means of staying alive in often frozen water.  Aquatic snails, for exam-
ple, will burrow into the muddy bottom of the stream (which can be a source of geothermal heat) 
and wait out the winter.  They’ll enter a state of hibernation, remaining in place for months on end, 
until minute changes in moisture and temperature awaken them and let them know it’s time to start 
moving again.  Some stoneflies, on the other hand, are active all winter long, keeping warm through 
movement as they hunt other bugs, usually without much competition or predation from fish.  And 
then you have cases like midges and aquatic worms, which produce warming techniques within 
their own bodies.  Midges will remove excess water from their insides and convert energy to sugar, 
forming a type of natural antifreeze.  And aquatic worms encase themselves in a chrysalis of hard-
ened mucus to act as a barrier against the cold, until they break out when the temperature rises. 
 
As mentioned above, sometimes individual bugs do not survive the winter and instead ensure the 
survivability of their offspring.  Damselflies, for example, lay eggs in plants (they do this by cutting 
slits in the plant using the tip of their tails), and the eggs, though alive, pause their growth process 
until the temperature is just safe enough to continue developing.  Other species will remain in their 
larval stage instead of overwintering as an egg, again pausing in their growth until conditions are 
optimal. 
 
Aquatic bugs, or macroinvertebrates, are indicator species.  Their presence or lack thereof, tell us if 
the conditions of a stream are good enough to support life.  If we sample a stream with no macroin-
vertebrates when there should be, that tells us that the chemistry of the water does not support life 
and od therefore poor quality.  These bugs are important to us not just ecologically but to our efforts 
in improving water quality across Ohio.  Understanding their life cycles helps us appreciate them 
even more.  Credit to the Izaak Walton League of America, a conservation-focused non-profit, for 
these insights into macroinvertebrate biology. 
 
 
 
 
 


