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2019 CONSERVATIONISTS OF THE YEAR 

Every year, the Perry Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors pick a person or persons 

that exhibit a superior effort to conserve our natural resources and better our environment for future gener-

ations.  We recognize this person or people as the Conservationists of the Year.  The title doesn’t really do 

this recognition justice because most of the people chosen perform actions for most of their lives to protect 

these natural resources.  This years’ recipients are people that have made their careers all about conser-

vation.  It is only fitting, being our 75
th
 Anniversary, that the Board of Supervisors named Ben and Katrina 

Carpenter as the 2019 Conservationists of the Year. 

Ben and Katrina own the Mt. Airy Farm in Somerset.  They manage two herds of cattle, approximately 45 

Black Angus, and approximately 90 Texas Longhorn and market all beef as grass fed.  On the farm, they 

have installed many conservation practices. They have installed filter strips, watering systems, a waste 

storage facility, spring developments, access road, livestock exclusion on woods and interior paddock 

fences for rotational grazing, 14 water and sediment control basins and subsurface drainage,2 heavy use 

area protection.  In 2017, they transitioned to 100% grassland farming which have reduced the amount of 

erosion.  They have also incorporated an 18-acre wetland on their land. 

Ben and Katrina have also had very long careers in the conservation field.  Ben had over 30 years working 

with Muskingum SWCD and Perry SWCD.  He was the District Program Administrator and managed the 

Perry SWCD office for over 30 years.  Within those 30 plus years, he has incorporated many programs 

and activities to assist and educate landowners, educate youth, and protect Per-

ry County natural resources. 

Katrina has also been working to make conservation in the forefront of Perry 

Countians’ minds. Katrina spent some of her career working at the Tuscarawas 

and Jefferson SWCDs before she moved to Perry County.  She is now the edu-

cator at the Perry County Waste Reduction and Recycling office.  She is always 

in the public promoting smart uses of our resources and proper placement of our 

trash.   She has been a role model for many young people in Perry County.   

The Perry SWCD Board of Supervisors and staff believe these 2 people have 

been, without a doubt, the environment’s top protectors and believe that they are 

most deserving of this recognition. 
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75TH CELEBRATION 

The Perry Soil and Water Conservation District celebrated their 75th Anniversary on November 7, 2019 at 

St. Joseph’s Parish Hall. 

The attendees voted for one supervisor at the 75th Annual Meeting & Election.  Congratulations to Cary 

Bowers who was re-elected.  He will serve another 3-year term starting in January of 2020.  A wonderful 

meal, prepared by our own Theresa Wyer, was served.  The attendees also got to judge many delicious 

desserts that were brought by several participants of the Annual Dessert Contest.  Pearl Carpenter placed 

first, Pat Kirby placed second, and Janie Dennis placed third.  The Board of Supervisors and staff would 

like to thank all who participated in the contest. 

Dr. Jarrod Burks, the principal investigator with Ohio Valley Archaeology, Inc. and the Director of Archaeo-

logical Geophysics at Heartland Earthworks Conservancy, was the keynote speaker.  He spoke about the  

on-going archaeological investigations at the Glenford Fort Preserve. 

The Perry SWCD held a Photo Contest in honor of our 75th anniversary and generated much interest and 

speculation.  The following were the correct answers. 

 

Royma Acres Clouse Lake Neil Cooperrider Carl Griggs 

County Home 
Leo Schmelzer Neil Adcock and Leo Clark 

R.M Foltz & Gordon Young 

George Flautt 

Steve Carpenter was the winner of the $75 Visa 

Card.  We would like to thank everyone who par-

ticipated and our good friends at Somerset Creek 

Gardens for the prize. 
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We help rural residents 
build, farms grow, and 
businesses expand 

 

 

 

  
  

              

          Shaw Ag Equipment 
 

 KRAUSE   H&S   VERMEER 

RHINO 

 7493 Rushcreek Rd 
Thornville, OH  43076 

Phone/Fax: (740) 536-7857 
 

    
 

J. KENNETH MILLER 
        6825 Rush Creek Road, NW 
             Somerset, Ohio  43783 
                   (740) 743-2775 

 

 

 

 

Millersport Agri Service 

The Hoover Family 

      

 Agriculture Equipment 

 Grain Storage 

 Handling & Drying Systems 

 

                     10221 Lancaster-Newark Road 

Millersport, OH 43046 

Phone/Fax (740) 467-2424 

 

Custom made Hydraulic Hoses 

 

SAME FACE, NEW POSITION 

The Perry SWCD would like to introduce Sebastian Teas as the Buckeye Lake Watershed Coordinator.  

Sebastian was an AmeriCorps member serving with the Perry Soil and Water Conservation District.  He is 

a graduate of Ohio University’s Voinovich School of Leadership and Public Affairs, where he majored n 

Environmental Studies.  As part of this program, he researched low-cost techniques for monitoring nutri-

ent run-off. Prior to starting service with Perry SWCD, Sebastian served with the Middle Tuscarawas Riv-

er Watershed Office, focusing on impairment from acid mine drainage.  He is from Muskingum County. 

 

The Buckeye Lake Watershed Coordinator position is funded by grants from the Ohio Department of Agri-

culture, the Fairfield, Licking and Perry County Boards of Commis-

sioners, the Fairfield, Licking and Perry SWCDs, Buckeye Lake for 

Tomorrow, Buckeye Lake Area Chamber of Commerce and the Buck-

eye Lake Foundation.  The principal priorities of the Coordinator will 

be to improve water quality in the streams feeding the lake through 

implementing best management and conservation practices on public 

and private lands.  Technical partners include, but are not limited to 

NRCS, SWCDs, Ohio EPA, OSU Extension, Ohio Department of Agri-

culture and the County Boards of Health. 

 

Helping Keep Perry County 

Clean and Green! 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY INCENTIVES PROGRAM (EQIP) 

 

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) provides technical and financial assistance to 

producers to address natural resource concerns and deliver environmental benefits such as improved 

water and air quality, conserved ground and surface water, reduced soil erosion, and improved or creat-

ed wildlife habitat.  Through EQIP, NRCS provides agricultural producers with on-on-one help and finan-

cial assistance to plan and implement improvements, or what NRCS calls conservation practices.  To-

gether, NRCS and producers invest in solutions that conserve natural resources for the future while im-

proving agricultural operations.  NRCS will help you develop a conservation plan that meets your goals 

and vision.  This plan becomes your roadmap for selection the right conservation practices for your land.  

NRCS offers about 200 unique practices designed for working farms, ranches, and forests.  Some of 

these practices include:  Heavy Use Area Protection, Livestock Watering Facilities, Seasonal High Tun-

nels, Pollinator Seedings, Brush Management, and Forest Stand Improvement.  NRCS financial assis-

tance can cover part of the costs of implementing conservation practices. 

 

Applications for EQIP financial assistance are accepted throughout the year, however, we are anticipat-

ing the application deadline for Fiscal Year 2020 funds to be after the first of the year.  Specific state 

deadlines are set for ranking and funding.  If your application is ranked and selected, you will enter into 

a contract with NRCS to receive financial assistance for the cost of implementing conservation practic-

es.  Payment rates for conservation practices are reviewed and set each fiscal year.  If you would like 

more information about EQIP and/or apply, please contact the Perry County NRCS office. 

 

Perry County NRCS 

Somerset, OH  43783 

(740) 743-1616 


