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THANK YOU!  

There have been several wonderful things happening as of late.  As some of you know, the Perry SWCD  

owns two of Perry County’s best hidden secrets.  The Glenford Fort (formerly James Dutcher property) 

and the Perry County Gun Club.  Both properties were purchased with Clean Ohio funds.  The goal for 

these properties is to preserve the areas as green space.  Some of the grant dollars were also used for 

improvements to these areas. 

If you have been by the Glenford Fort property, you may have noticed that there is now a lower parking lot 

as well as a bridge to cross over the stream.  Neither were there a year and half ago.  Although the grant 

helped pay for the majority of this project, the SWCD had to put some of their own funds to cover the cost.  

It still would not have been possible if it wasn’t for the generosity of a couple of organizations.  Shelly Ma-

terials donated some stone as well as discounted the remainder of the stone.  Hopewell Township Trus-

tees also donated some stone and hauling of stone.  The second phase of the improvements was an ac-

cess road from the bridge to the Education/Nature Center with an upper parking lot.  The third phase was 

replacing the roof on the Education/Nature Center.  It was replaced by donated tile from Perry County’s 

own Ludowici Tile.  This project was possible through a grant from South Central’s Operation Round Up. 

The Gun Club also has a new parking lot.  This will allow for easier access to the Gun Club for future 

events.  The Shelly Materials once again stepped up and discounted the stone so the cost was not as 

high and the SWCD could pay with grant funds. 

For all of the projects except the roof, Brad Knight was the contractor.  Brad also donated some of his la-

bor and time for these projects to be more affordable.   

One more organization has definitely put a huge amount of effort and sweat in making these projects doa-

ble.  The Perry County Chapter of Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalists.  They have worked on invasive 

species removal, tree clearing for bridge and parking lot placement, as well as trail building and mainte-

nance. 

The Perry SWCD Board of Supervisors and staff would like to take this opportunity to thank these organi-

zations for their generosity and service to the community. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

The Perry Soil and Water Conservation District and the Perry County Historical & Cultural Arts Society are 

pleased to announce that they will once again sponsor the Glenford Fort Hike.   

The Glenford Fort, an ancient Adena-Hopewell hilltop enclosure, dated to 270 BCE, was utilized for cere-

monial purposes.  The “Fort” which is open to the public on a limited basis, offers pleasure for everyone 

from the archaeologist to the nature enthusiast! 

The Glenford Fort is a partnership with the Perry County Historical & Cultural Arts Society, the Arc of Appa-

lachia, and the Heartland Conservancy.   

The event will commence rain or shine and is approximately one  mile on uneven terrain.  Please wear 

comfortable shoes and clothing that is appropriate for a hike in the woods.  The cost of the event is a sug-

gested donation of $10, which will be collected on site.  Food and water will be available. 

Speakers for the day: 

Al Tonetti 

 Vice President/Secretary Heartland Earth-

works Conservancy 

 Chairman of Government Affairs Committee 

Ohio Archaeological Council 

Joseph EB Snider 

 Archaeological Crew Chief Ohio Valley Ar-

chaeology 

 Vice-President PCHS 
 

Guides: 

David Snider 

 District Program Administrator—Perry SWCD 

Steve Glade 

 Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist 

 Perry SWCD Associate Board Member 
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          Shaw Ag Equipment 
 

 KRAUSE   H&S   VERMEER 

RHINO 

 7493 Rushcreek Rd 
Thornville, OH  43076 

Phone/Fax: (740) 536-7857 
 

    
 

J. KENNETH MILLER 
        6825 Rush Creek Road, NW 
             Somerset, Ohio  43783 
                   (740) 743-2775 

 

 

 

 

Millersport Agri Service 

The Hoover Family 

      

 Agriculture Equipment 

 Grain Storage 

 Handling & Drying Systems 

 

                     10221 Lancaster-Newark Road 

Millersport, OH 43046 

Phone/Fax (740) 467-2424 

 

Custom made Hydraulic Hoses 

If you would like to 

place an ad here please 

contact  

Perry SWCD at  

743-1325 for details. 
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COMPOSTING 

Composting is simply the process of allowing organic materials like food waste (our table scraps, minus 

the bones, meat and dairy products) and yard waste (grass, leaves, weeds and brush) to decompose and 

be returned back to the soil where it can be beneficial to gardens for added organic and nutrient mat-

ter.  Composting at home can be as simple or elaborate as you want it to be.  

  

Your compost pile can be just that, a pile or heap on the ground.  For decomposition to happen we need 

air, moisture, and organic matter, which then invites decomposers.      

Microbes like bacteria, then fungi and insects all help to break down organic materials.  Mix it up with 

brown material and green material to provide a good carbon:nitrogen ratio.  Anything organic has a cer-

tain amount of carbon and nitrogen in its tissues.  Carbon basically provides energy to the decomposers, 

nitrogen helps build their bodies.  

  

LIFE IN THE SOIL:  DIG DEEPER 

The Perry SWCD was pleased to see the artistic talent of the Perry County youth.  The 2019 Conserva-

tion Poster contest had these students illustrate how important soil is to us.  The theme for this year was 

“Life in the Soil:  Dig Deeper”.  The contest was open to all students Kindergarten through 12th grade.  

The first place poster from each grade category (K-1, 2-3, 4-6, 7-9, 10-12) will go on to the State Contest 

that will take place this summer.  The top two of each grade will receive a t-

shirt with the Perry County’s overall winner on it.  

The category winners are: 
 K-1  Madeline Shonk 
 2-3  Eleanor Shegog 
 4-6  Aleah White 
 7-9  Avery Mueller - Overall winner in the county 

BUCKEYE LAKE WATERSHED :  HIGHLIGHTING CRANBERRY BOG 

Buckeye Lake boasts many attractions, but one of its most distinguishing features is also one of its old-

est:  Cranberry Bog, a floating island near the north shore, just off of the Village of Buckeye Lake.  The 

island was formed in the 1820’s, after an area of marshland, known as “The Big Swamp”, was impound-

ed to make way for the Ohio and Erie Canal Project.  Prior to its flooding, however, The Big Swamp was 

not cleared, leaving the existing forest, with large areas of brush and peat, where it stood.  Once the wa-

ters began to fill in to form Buckeye Lake, a 50-acre mat of sphagnum moss broke free from the bottom 

and floated 6 feet to the top, the sphagnum moss acting as a sponge as it got wet.  Due to the thickness 

of the mat, trees later took root on the new island, and today, there are trees over thirty feet tall around 

the island’s perimeter—even while the perimeter itself has grown smaller. Initially starting at 50 acres, the 

island now covers only four or five acres. The constant wave action, changes in water chemistry and fric-

tion from ice during the winter have all contributed to segments breaking from the mat and sinking be-

neath the water.  Furthermore, storm events have toppled trees, which broke apart even larger pieces of 

the moss.  Due to the sensitive nature of the island, visitors are seldom allowed on its surface.  Despite it 

being the only floating bog in the world, its perimeters are closed to the public.  There have been recent 

plans and attempts to revitalize the bog, including clearing the poison sumac that now covers a majority 

of the mat, but such a task will be difficult considering the fragility of the island.  Yet Cranberry Bog re-

mains unique, and its uniqueness may help its case.  The island is already a state nature preserve, and 

annual tours of the mat have been held in the past, drawing many curious people to its shores.  If interest 

in the bog remains steady, then revitalization is not out of the question. 

NEW LEX PLACES! 

The New Lexington High School had a team place 4th in the Area 3 Envirothon.   

The Envirothon is a competitive, academic, outdoor team event for high school students which tests their 

knowledge in five areas: Aquatic Ecology, Current Environmental Issue (CEI), Forestry, Soils, and Wild-

life.  The event is designed to stimulate and reinforce the stu-

dents interest in our environment and our natural resources 

while encouraging cooperative decision making, team building 

and problem solving. 

The top 4 teams from each of the 5 areas in Ohio will move on 

to the State Envirothon which will take place June 10 and June 

11 at Franciscan University in Jefferson County. 

The Perry SWCD congratulates New Lexington Team Orange 

for this accomplishment.  The team is Luken Hoffman, Alex 

Posey, Nevaeh Ogle, Grace Baker, and Joseph Brewington.  


