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WETLANDS AND THEIR BENEFIT TO BUCKEYE LAKE 

Harmful algal blooms are on the rise in Ohio’s lakes.  This summer, Lake Erie is projected to see one of its 

most severe outbreaks since 2015, the highest outbreak ever recorded for the lake, Buckeye Lake has also 

seen increased algal activity, prompting warnings about swimming from the Ohio Department of Natural Re-

sources.  The cause of algal blooms is excess nutrients, whether these nutrients come from agricultural fer-

tilizers, eroding streambanks, urban wastewater, or other types of runoff.  Since stopping the flow of nutri-

ents stops the growth of algae, preventing excess runoff decreases the severity of toxic blooms.  And one of 

the best ways to prevent excess runoff is wetlands. 

Wetlands, also called marshes or swamps, are areas of land saturated with water.  Throughout history, set-

tlers, cultivators, and engineers regarded these swamps as troublesome for agriculture and transportation 

and went to great lengths to drain them.  Only recently have we understood the significant, positive benefits 

of having wetlands.  To start with, wetlands make great habitat for aquatic life.  Ducks, geese, beavers, and 

salamanders are only a few animals that make their home in wetlands, temporarily or year-round, not to 

mention the abundance of macroinvertebrates and plant life that make wetlands such an attractive location 

for animals.  Wetlands are also critical for flood control.  Because they are found near rivers and floodplains, 

wetlands are able to absorb water during periods of high rainfall, relieving pressure downstream and pre-

venting a damage to property.  Most importantly in the case of Buckeye Lake, however, wetlands are also 

good at absorbing nutrients, sediments, and other pollutants.  When water moves through a wetland, the 

water acts like a settling basin, slowing the movement of the runoff and allowing nutrients to filter out to the 

bottom.  Compared to highly channelized streams, which transport nutrients directly downstream, water 

leaving a wetland has much less nitrogen and phosphorous.  It has been effectively purified. 

Because wetlands demonstrate nutrient control, creating them is a primary project for Buckeye Lake’s Wa-

tershed Coordinator.  Implementing marshes and swamps at optimum locations will enhance the quality of 

the water entering Buckeye Lake, thereby enhancing Buckeye Lake itself.  Several locations under consid-

eration for wetland development are:  just north of I-70 above Harbor Hills, at an area with high nitrates; 

near Brooks Park, where excess nutrients are flowing in from Murphy’s Run; and at the mouth of the Reser-

voir Feeder, a highly eroded area in need of sediment control.  Together, these wetlands will filter nutrient 

pollution to a sizeable extent and lessen the harmful algae currently blooming on the lake’s surface. 
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PERRY SWCD 75TH ANNUAL MEETING & ELECTION 

Thursday, November 7, 2019 from 5:30—7:30 p.m. 

@ St. Joseph’s Parrish Hall 

Election of will take place from 5:30-7:00 p.m.   

Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. 

Bring your favorite dessert and participate in the Dessert Contest 

Prizes for top 3 desserts 

Dr. Jarrod Burks, the principal investigator with Ohio Valley Archaeology, 

Inc. and the Director of Archaeological Geophysics at Heartland Earth-

works Conservancy, will be the keynote speaker.  He will speak about the 

on-going archaeological investigations at the Glenford Fort Preserve. 

The event if free but we would appreciate it if you could call the office at 

(740) 743-1325 by Friday November 1st to RSVP to let us know how many 

will be attending for a head count for dinner. 

Come enjoy good food, good company and memories of the  

last 75 years of the Perry SWCD. 
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TRY IT DAY 

The 2019 Try It Day was a very successful event.  It was held on August 25 at the New Lexington Reservoir.  

The weather was great.  The Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist provided great food and assistance in un-

derstanding the proper methods of kayaking and canoeing.  Over 45 people were able to experience a ca-

noe or kayak free of charge.   
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Millersport Agri Service 

The Hoover Family 
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2019 CANDIDATE INFORMATION 

Cary Bowers  -  Cary resides in Glenford and is employed by the Perry County Health Department.  

Cary and his family own roughly 85 acres in the area of Glass Rock.  Approximately half of the land is 

rented for row crop production.  “I am an objective thinking person and would like to bring that persona 

to the Perry SWCD, and become highly involved in any practices, grants, and current ideas that in-

volve the preservation, promotion and utilization of some of the great natural areas around this county.  

I believe educating our youth and getting hands on experience with outdoor recreational activities is a 

priceless commodity this county has to offer and I want to see these great opportunities continue.  

Overall, I care deeply about my land, my neighbors and the opportunities that exist for people of all 

ages in this area to take advantage of!  I am very optimistic about all the great things this county has 

to offer both agriculturally and recreationally and the potential that the area has to offer for both its lo-

cal population and outside visitors.  With no major cities, industries, or widely known attractions locat-

ed in Perry County, I believe it becomes increasingly more important each day to promote all the great 

things that this county does have to offer, including the natural landscapes, waterways, historical na-

tive sites and buildings, and the Appalachian beauty and atmosphere that makes this area unique and 

special.  Our community becomes more involved and respectful of the natural resources available to 

them each and every day through continuous conservation education, practices, and experiences.  I 

want to see this continue and grow and will do everything I can to promote this lifestyle and way of 

thinking.  We have great natural resources in this area and great people to promote and educate 

about those resources, I want to preserve that for years to come.  Cary likes to hike, fish, hunt, boat, 

garden, sports, music and travels frequently.  Cary is a volunteer member of the Perry County Com-

munity Emergency Response Team (CERT).  He has performed application duties for Perry County 

Health Department Mosquito Program and the Ohio University Environmental Health and Safety Divi-

sion as a pest technician.  He manages the county’s Medical Reserve Corp (MRC) volunteers, in con-

junction with Perry County EMA.  He has participated in numerous county drills and exercises involv-

ing HazMat and Public Health emergency situations.   

 

Malynda (Mindy) Franks - Mindy and her husband, Mark , reside in Mt. Perry.  Mindy wants to live in 
a world of innovation where taking care of each other and our surroundings comes first.  She consid-
ers herself new to Perry County since 2014 when she sold her farm in Muskingum county where she 
reared her children.  In looking to become involved in activities and projects around the area, Mindy 
became an Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist (OCVN) in April 2017 and recently became President of 
the Perry county Chapter of the OCVNs.  Her career as an Administrative Assistant for the State of 
Ohio is winding down with more than 23 years of experience reading, writing, and providing non-legal 
interpretation of Ohio law, so she is familiar with governmental processes and hopes her knowledge 
can assist in a positive way.  Mindy says that her personal mission statement is “to use my gifts of im-
agination, analysis, creativity, and visualization to make change in the world for the better, and to nur-
ture, encourage and inspire others to do the same in their own way.” 

 

 


