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Soil Products 
Soils data for Ohio are found at the Web Soil Sur-

vey.  From Web Soil Survey you can view soils maps, 

make thematic maps, run reports and view Soil Sur-

vey manuscripts (where available).  For additional as-

sistance and a brief overview, follow Get Start-

ed using Web Soil Survey.  Soil Surveys on CD and 

SSURGO Data Viewer CD’s are also available.  His-

torical replica CD's are available for some coun-

ties.  Soil Data Viewer may be used with ArcGIS soft-

ware to run tables and make thematic maps.  Soils 

and other GIS layers may also be found at the Geo-

spatial Data Gateway.  

 

Soil Regions 
Because soil affects and is affected by other elements 

in the environment, it is not surprising that boundaries 

between the 12 soil regions correspond to boundaries 

between other natural and cultural regions.  USDA 

recognizes 24 distinct Land Resource Regions in the 

country based on land use, elevation and topography, 

climate, water, soils, and potential natural vegeta-

tion.  Ohio is part of four Land Resource Regions that 

extend from Maine to northern Alabama and as far 

west as eastern Nebraska.  
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RIPARIAN TREE PLANTING 

By Sebastian Teas, Buckeye Lake Watershed Coordinator 

 

For any landowner with a stream running across their property, riparian buffers are highly recom-

mended.  Riparian buffers are wooded or grassed areas adjacent to streambanks, and there are nu-

merous benefits  - environmental and economic  - to planting them.  Tree cover provides shade to 

lower water temperature which improves habitat for aquatic life, autumn leaf litter feeds aquatic bugs 

which increase the presence of fish, and roots absorb excess runoff.  Trees also stabilize stream-

banks, so if you have problems with erosion, planting trees will help prevent the further loss of land 

and soil (and it is cheaper than putting in a stabilizing structure in the future).  The buffer works both 

ways too  - if you have problems with flooding from your stream, trees will act as a barrier to protect 

your fields.  To see these benefits, riparian buffers should be at least 25 feet in width  - more if a lot of 

water runs off from the field  - but even having a single line of trees on the streambank is better than 

nothing.  Pesticides, fertilizers and sediment have a much easier time entering our waterways if bare 

ground runs all the way up to the streambank. 

 

With the upcoming tree sale, now is the perfect time to be thinking about a riparian forest buffer.  The 

Perry SWCD offers many species of trees suitable for a riparian environment.  When planting these 

buffers, it is important to remember how damp a tree likes its soil  - some can tolerate the wet soils 

right up to the stream while others prefer the well drained soils further back from the water.  A few 

species to consider;  red maple, river birch and swamp white oak (all like wet soil).  If you already 

have trees planted in your riparian zones, even better.  These areas work best when trees are diverse 

in size and species.  Smaller trees act as windbreaks, may provide fruit for wildlife and grow quickly, 

while larger trees provide better canopy cover and take up more runoff.  And having a variety of spe-

cies will mitigate the spread of disease or pests.  Even scattering shrubs and tall grasses can be ef-

fective since they fill out open spaces and thicken the buffer lawn grass being an exception since it 

does little to filter runoff).  Not only do riparian zones offer conservation benefits, they enhance the vis-

ual appeal of your land too. 

 

If you’d like to give your stream some tree cover, this newsletter contains a full list of species available 

to buy.  You can also call the Perry SWCD for more information on which species are best for your 

stream and how and when to plant them. 

http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/HomePage.htm
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/HomePage.htm
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/GettingStarted.htm
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/GettingStarted.htm


 

 

 
         "Service with Brilliance" 

 

 
Visit us on line @ www.psbohio.com 

740-342-5111 
Member   

FDIC                           
 

 

We help rural residents 
build, farms grow, and 
businesses expand 

 

 

 

  
  

              

          Shaw Ag Equipment 
 

 KRAUSE   H&S   VERMEER 

RHINO 

 7493 Rushcreek Rd 
Thornville, OH  43076 

Phone/Fax: (740) 536-7857 
 

    
 

J. KENNETH MILLER 
        6825 Rush Creek Road, NW 
             Somerset, Ohio  43783 
                   (740) 743-2775 

 

 

 

 

Millersport Agri Service 

The Hoover Family 

      

 Agriculture Equipment 

 Grain Storage 

 Handling & Drying Systems 

 

                     10221 Lancaster-Newark Road 

Millersport, OH 43046 

Phone/Fax (740) 467-2424 

 

Custom made Hydraulic Hoses 

 

STOP THE SPLASH, HARVEST THE BENEFITS 

When a falling raindrop explodes as it hits bare soil, it dislodges unprotected soil particles, and begins 

the process of soil erosion.  Cover crops and plant residue prevent that violent splash on soil, protecting 

soil aggregates from being pounded by falling raindrops. 

Safe from disintegration by hammering energy of raindrops, the structure of healthy soils remains intact, 

which prevents soil crusting.  In this protective environment, water infiltrates the soil and becomes avail-

able to plant roots. 

A mulch of crop residues or living plants on the soil surface also suppresses weeds early in the growing 

season, giving the primary crop a competitive advantage.  This is especially the case if the cover crop is 

rolled prior to planting the main crop because the entire soil surface is covered and protected. 

Cover crops can build moisture reserves far better than row crops can by themselves.  Cover crops open 

pores and small channels in the soil for better water infiltration, and the organic matter they build helps 

retain both moisture and nutrients. 

The cool, moist soil of cover crops also provides favorable habitat for many organisms that decompose 

residues and recycle nutrients for the next crop.  Providing a good habitat for these organisms can in-

crease residue decomposition, and improve nutrient cycling, by up to 25 percent. 

To learn more about soil health, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

STOCKING THE POND 

Taken from ODNR’s “Ohio Pond Mangement Handbook” 

 

A properly stocked and managed pond will provide years of quality fishing.  Stocking the proper 

kinds, sizes, and numbers of fishes will start a pond in the right direction.  Most Ohio ponds are ideal 

for largemouth bass, bluegills, and channel catfish, and all three provide excellent fishing and fine 

eating.  An initial stocking of a combination of these fishes is usually recommended for new or reno-

vated ponds.  Properly managed largemouth bass and bluegills will produce self-sustaining popula-

tions, whereas channel catfish usually require periodic restocking.  Channel catfish are often consid-

ered bonus fish because they don’t interfere with the other pond fish, but provide extra fishing and 

harvest opportunities.  Redear sunfish can also be stocked as a bonus fish in combination with blue-

gills and are popular because they rarely become overabundant and often grow to large sizes.  How-

ever, they can be more difficult to catch than bluegills.  Another fish which is occasionally stocked in 

farm ponds is the triploid grass carp, or white amur.  Unlike largemouth bass, bluegills, redear sun-

fish, and catfish, grass carp are not stocked for sport to eat, but to control or eliminate nuisance 

aquatic vegetation.  

Stocking Combination Bass Bluegill Redear Catfish 

Bass-Bluegill 100 500 0 0 

Bass-Bluegill-Catfish 100 500 0 100 

Bass-Redear 100 0 500 0 

Bass-Bluegill-Redear 100 350 150 0 

Bass-Bluegill-Redear-

Catfish 

100 350 150 100 

NUMBER OF FISH TO STOCK PER ACRE 

Encourage the 3R’s at work, school and home! 

 Provide clean drinking water…. 

  -with a water refill station/drinking fountain 

  -water filter system from the tap 

  -or refillable 5 gallon water cooler! 

This REDUCES demand on single use water bottles by encouraging    

REUSE of washable cups, mugs and refillable water bottles!  

  


